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Donnell Middle School Bands
2017-2018 Student Handbook

Mr. Brian D. Sheehe, Director


Welcome to the 2017-2018 Donnell Middle School Bands!  You have chosen to part of a successful

Band organization which has established a reputation for its tradition of excellence.  

Last year The Donnell Concert Band earned an Excellent Rating in Class A at the 
Music In the Parks National Competition in Sandusky.  The Donnell 7th Grade Symphonic Band earned an 

Excellent Rating in Class A and first place.  The Donnell 8th Grade Symphonic Band earned a good rating in 

Their Division.  The Donnell Bands also earned the Espirit De Corps Award (The Spirit of the Band award).  The Donnell 7th Grade Symphonic Band earned an Excellent Rating in class “B” at the Ohio Music 
Educators Association Adjudicated Event in Fostoria.  The 8th Grade Symphonic Band also earned a Good
Rating in Class “A” at the Ohio Music Educators Association Adjudicated Events in Parkway.


This year the Concert band will be going Sandusky Perkins HS to compete in the Music in the 
Parks National Competition while the Symphonic Bands will compete OMEA Adjudicated Event and Chicago 

For the Music in the Parks National Competition.


The purpose of this handbook is to provide a basic overview of the procedures, expectations and structure of the Donnell Middle School Bands.  Please note that the last three pages of the handbook are to be read, filled out, signed and returned to Mr. Sheehe as soon as possible.

I hope you have had a great start to the school year and are ready to begin another great year with the Donnell Bands!  I enjoyed a summer coaching baseball, traveling and spending time with my family.   I am very excited be back at Donnell and can’t wait to get started!  Please read this handbook thoroughly.  It is sure to answer any questions you may have.  Feel free to contact me if there is anything else you or I need to know about.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Brian D. Sheehe, Director

Donnell Middle School Bands

Phone:

419-350-4718

Email:

bsheehe@findlaycityschools.org 
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Academics
As members of the Donnell Bands, there will be times when we perform and/or travel during the school day requiring an absence in some classes.  It is the student's responsibility to see the teacher (in the class to be missed) IN ADVANCE to turn in assignments and to get homework.  The absence from the class does not automatically postpone any homework, tests, etc...  Please make sure you plan IN ADVANCE for these days.
Attendance Policy

The philosophy of the Donnell Middle School Bands is that every individual is important and vital to the success of the entire band.  It is with this thought that the following attendance policy must be followed:

1)
Attendance is mandatory at ALL scheduled rehearsals and performances


* This includes vs. spring sports (i.e. baseball, softball, soccer etc…)

2)
Any unexcused absence will result in a zero for that day.

3)
Anyone arriving after the rehearsal has begun will be counted as tardy.

4)
Two tardies are equivalent to one unexcused absence.

5)
When being dropped off for a before school rehearsal/help session please make sure to drop off


on Lime Avenue.  Do not drop off in the parking lot due to congestion in the AM and student safety.

6)
Anyone having a grade of less than a “C” will not be eligible to participate on trips.


This could also mean forfeit of monies paid for said trips. 

Any unexcused absence from a performance will result in a zero for that Concert and review of student's future in the ensemble.
Auditions (Fall)

This fall when school starts the Symphonic Band hold auditions in September out of pre-selected music.  The Concert Band will hold auditions in January of 2018.
All auditions are for chair placement!  No one is cut from the Donnell Bands!

Bag Tags

The Donnell Band Department has a policy that every instrument has a Findlay City Schools Band identification tag.  This if or identification purposes as well as helping to keep track of your personal or school owned instrument.  If you currently have a FCS Band tag and it's in good condition, you do not need to purchase a new one.  The cost for the tag is $1.50.  
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Bands at Donnell
Donnell is fortunate to have many performing band groups.  Here they are and when they meet:

Concert Band:
6th Grade Band members are beginners that are starting this fall.



The Concert Band meets every day during 6th period.

Donnell JAZZ:
Open to any Band member in grades 7 & 8.  JAZZ meets on Tues/Thurs @ 7 AM
Donnell JAZZ 6th Grade: Begins in January 2018, open to any 6th grade Band member.  Meets twice a month




On Wednesdays at 7 AM

Percussion Ensemble:
Open to any band member in grades 7 & 8.  Various rehearsal times.

SHOCKWAVE:
Drumline is open to any 6-8 Band member.  See Mr. Sheehe asap if interested.
Symphonic Band:
7th Grade Band meets during 5A everyday




8th Grade Band meets during 5B everyday




Thursdays the both grades will have Band 5A & then eat during the second part of 5B 
Band Officers
The purpose of the Donnell Band Officers is to provide active student involvement in the band program.  It assists the director in preparation for rehearsal and performances, helps with extra activities (i.e. decorating the music room, parties etc...) and provides a voice for every band member in discussing concerts with the director.  Elections for offices other than President will be done the first week of school.  Elected offices include:

Symphonic Band Officers

I) 
President:




Assists with collection and/or distribution of band materials 








and coordinates all band officer activities (i.e. Band Mixer, etc...)

II) 
Vice President:



Assists the President with all activities and assumes the 








duties of the President whenever necessary (See above)

III)
 Secretary:




Assists the President with all activities.
IV)
 President Elect:



Assists the President with all activities and is the President in training








For the next school year.

V)
 7th Grade Reps:



Assists the President with all activities.  Three 7th Graders.
Concert Band Officers

Concert Band Officers have President, Vice President and Secretary (Offices elected this fall)
Challenges

If you are not the first chair in your section and would like to try to move up in chair placement you can challenge the person above you.  In simple terms just fill out the challenger section and then give the form to Mr. Sheehe.  Then Mr. Sheehe signs and dates it and then gives it to the challengee.  The challengee then fills it our and then returns it to Mr. Sheehe within three school days (or forfeit the chair).  Mr. Sheehe then schedules a time for the challenge.  Please see the challenge form in the back of the handbook for more information and/or use.
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Class Expectations

The following class expectations will be strictly adhered to:

1)
Rehearsal begins when the director steps onto the podium or up to his music stand.  There will be no


talking or individual playing during rehearsal unless requested by the director.

2)
Band members will come to each rehearsal with a working instrument, music, a pencil and a positive


attitude.

3)
Band members will be allowed 2 minutes from the start of the period to prepare for rehearsal.

4)
Never play on someone else's instrument, even with their "permission".
5)
Never bring gum, candy or any kind of food or drink into the music room.

All band members must comply with the rules and expectations of Donnell Middle School.

Failure to observe these expectations may result in detention, meeting with parents, meeting with principal, suspension from a performance and/or removal from the band.

Equipment Manager and Crew

Assists with and supervises movement of all band equipment.  This includes, but is not limited to, loading and unloading the equipment truck.  The Equipment Manager and Crew will be selected by Mr. Sheehe.

Financial Information and Commitment

Here is the money that will be needed for the Bands for the 2016-2017 Season:

(Please look to each section for specific information about each item)

Fee

For What







When it's Due

$20.00

Band Fee (Covers method books, pizza parties, T-Shirts, etc…)
Monday, Sept 11, 2017
$18.00

Tux Shirt for Concerts





Monday, Sept 11, 2017
$7.00

Bow Tie for Tux Shirts





Monday, Sept 11, 2017
$50.00

* Instrument Loan Agreement (For those that use a school instr.)
Monday, Sept 11, 2017
$16.00

Band party on Friday, November 3rd




Monday, Sept 25, 2017
$90.00

Concert band Cedar Point Trip (May 12, 2018)
Deposit due
Monday, Sept 25, 2017
$395.00
Symphonic bands Cedar Point Trip (May 18-20, 2018) Deposit due
Monday, Sept 25, 2017

ALL CHECKS ARE TO MADE OUT TO FINDLAY CITY SCHOOLS
* Please make sure Loan Agreement is a separate check for $50.00 
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Fundraisers (Butterbraid, Yankee Candle, Rock A Thon & Pie Sale) 
The schedule for the fundraisers are:  Butterbraid (September/October), Yankee Candle (October/November), Rock a Thon (January/February) & Fruit Sale (February).  Proceeds from these sales will go towards your future trips.  ***Note the Rock a Thon and Pie Sale for 6th grade will go towards their trip next year.  
Good Intonation
Part of being a great musician means Good intonation.  To get that, each member of the band must practice their instrument regularly.  Students that only play in band will never achieve a good band sound consistently and will pull down the overall intonation of the ensemble.  We recommend 20 minutes 5 days a week as the minimum amount of practice time.  Practice time involves playing long tones for 16-20 beats to warm up the instrument as to develop a strong embouchure.  Look in the hand book in the Practice section for more information.

Grading Procedures

Your grade in band is not based solely on your ability to play.  Rather, it will be based upon your contribution to the success of the group and your improvement and growth in the area of musicianship, technical proficiency and general band content knowledge. Students will keep a three ring binder (provided) with class materials and standards for the new band curriculum that will demonstrate growth throughout the year. Included will be practice assignments, quizzes, projects and other band related materials. 

Rehearsal Skills (10 points per day approximately 30% of grade) – Students will be assessed on their ability to rehearse effectively. This includes readiness to begin on time, bringing instrument, music, and pencil to every class, knowing their part, attentiveness to direction, marking their music as necessary, working together with their section to make improvements, following student expectations, and making a positive contribution to the rehearsal and class through their participation and effort.

Concert Performance (40% of grade – specific points vary by 9 weeks) – Attend and perform in all required concerts and rehearsals. 

Performance Testing (30% of grade) - Testing of music (fundamentals of music - playing, written, and aural)

Improvement

One of the goals of the Donnell Bands is improvement.  The Bands are made up of musicians who each work together to play and create music.  Part of that teamwork is taking care of your own part through practice and/or private lessons.  Periodically through the year we record individuals for evaluation and to judge improvement.  Obviously, there are different levels of improvement, BUT if very little or no improvement is made during the year, it is at the discretion of the director to hold a student out of a performance.
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Instrument Loan Agreements

Students who use school owned instruments are required to pay a $50.00 maintenance fee payable to Findlay City Schools.  This includes anyone that uses a school instrument even if they don't take it home (i.e. percussion equipment).  The fee goes towards the repair and upkeep of Instruments owned by Findlay City Schools.  This is Findlay City School's policy.  Please return the Instrument Loan Agreement and a separate check for $50.00 payable to Findlay City Schools by Monday, September 11th, 2017 to Mr. Sheehe.  
Donnell "JAZZ"

The JAZZ band at Donnell plays various styles of music ranging from swing, to blues, pop and rock.  Acceptance will be contingent upon an audition for each band.  Rehearsals will be sectionals on Tuesdays and Full group on Thursdays.  The First rehearsal is Thursday, August 24th at 7 AM in the bandroom. This is for 7th and 8th graders as well as select 6th graders.  In January of 2018 we will begin 6th JAZZ Band rehearsals (Wed).
Performance Attire

Formal Concerts will require appropriate concert attire using the following guidelines:

Formal Concerts Uniform:
Tux Shirt, Black bow tie, Black pants, black sock and shoes 





Ladies may elect to wear black shoes w/o socks (low heels)

Informal Concert Uniform:
Blue Band Shirt, whatever pants and shoes you like (must be clean w/o holes)

Jeans or Denim is not acceptable attire at formal concerts

NO FLIP FLOP SHOES!!!

Informal concerts will require a Blue Band T-Shirt.  The T-Shirt order form accompanying this handbook must by returned by Monday, September 11th 2017 w/ payment (Checks made out to Findlay City Schools).

Please be advised that only students who are dressed in proper attire will be permitted to perform with the band.  Exclusion from a performance because of proper attire will result in a lower grade (see attendance policy).
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Practice Time

It is very important for each musician to practice their instrument on their own just like they would do homework or studying in other classes.  We recommend 20 minutes 5 days a week as the minimum amount of practice time.  Practice time involves playing long tones for 16-20 beats to warm up the instrument as to develop a strong embouchure.  Practice time is not just starting at the beginning of the music and playing through it.  Unless the music has been worked out for correct notes, rhythms, articulation, dynamics and tempo the player is merely practicing mistakes and inconsistency.  If you need guidance on what and/or how to practice please see Mr. Sheehe and he will gladly help. Good practice time is considered part of your Music Preparations grade.  Please look this over in the other part of the Handbook.

Private Lesson Teachers List

For those students not already studying with a private teacher, it is strongly recommended that you consider doing so.  If interested, see the Private Teacher list below.

Flute Teachers




Clarinet Teachers

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Miss Alycia Althaus

957-8531

Dr. Terry Collins

423-8350

Mrs. Wendi Davis

425-4020

Mrs. Desra Dabney

425-1763

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Miss Lauren Emsweller
889-7192

Mrs. Jane Eakin

348-2302

Ms. Tina Kelly

694-3194

Mr. Richard Kondick

423-4649

Ms. Andrea Wilson

425-5303

Mrs. Barb Specht

422-2317

Mrs. Amber Wilson

957-9785



Oboe Teachers




Bassoon Teachers

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Mr. Richard Kondick

423-4649

Mr. Richard Kondick

423-4649



Mrs. Linda Sycks

358-9206

Ms. Jennifer Yost

358-5549

Saxophone Teachers




French Horn Teachers
Miss Alycia Althaus

957-8531

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Mr. Richard Kondick

423-4649

Mr. Richard Kondick

423-4649

Ms. Amy Shrader

425-0265
Baritone/Tuba Teachers



Trombone Teachers

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Mr. Richard Kondick

423-4649

Mr. John Dyer


422-4171








Mr. Richard Kondick

423-4649








Mr. Dave Vaas

722-4711
Trumpet Teachers




Percussion Teachers

Mr. Paul Baransy

615-8544

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Miss Amy Beidelschies
365-5922

Mr. Matt Gordon

422-9458
Mr. Richard Kondick

423-4649

Mr. Mike Malloy

424-1751
Mr. Richard Zunkiewicz
422-5788
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Rehearsal Schedule

Symphonic Band (8th Grade Band)


Concert Band (6th Grade Band)

Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri:
5B



Monday – Friday:
6th Period
Thursday:


5A (lunch will be 5B)

Symphonic Band 7th Grade




Donnell “JAZZ”

Monday – Friday:

5A Period


Tuesday:

7 AM Sectionals








Thursday: 

7 AM Full Group
Section Leaders:

Section Leaders assist with rehearsals.  Positions are chosen on the basis of musical ability, leadership and responsibility.

SHOCKWAVE

SHOCKWAVE is the Findlay M.S. Indoor Drumline.  Anyone in Band or Orchestra is grades 6-8 in Findlay City Schools can join.  Auditions are in June of every year, however we are still adding parts in September.  If you have interest in joining please contact Mr. Sheehe asap to get a placement audition.
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Trips
This year the Donnell Concert Band will be traveling to Cedar Point on Saturday, May 12, 2018.  The Symphonic Bands will be traveling to Chicago on Friday-Sunday, May 18-20, 2018.  
Websites

Here are some websites that may be of interest to you:

Donnell Bands



donnellband.fcs.org
SHOCKWAVE


shockwave.fcs.org
Bach Instruments


wwbw.com

LeBlanc Instruments


gleblanc.com

Pearl Drums



Pearldrum.com

Pro Winds



prowinds.com

Eble Music



eble.com

Ohio Indoor Performance Association
Ohiocircuit.com

Winter Guard International

WGI.org
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Symphonic/Concert/JAZZ Band Challenge Form
Rules:



1.

You may only challenge the person directly above you.


2.

You may challenge the person no more than once every two weeks.


3.

There may not be any challenges 4 weeks prior to a Concert or Contest.

Procedure:


1.

Challenger signs form and gives form to Mr. Sheehe.

2.

Mr. Sheehe will give the form to the person being challenged.


3.

Challengee has 3 school days to get the form back to Mr. Sheehe




Failure to return form in 3 school days means the chair is forfeited to the challenger.


4.

Challengee signs form and then returns the form to Mr. Sheehe.

5.

Mr. Sheehe will select a section of music for both to practice and prepare for the 




challenge.  Then he will meet with both parties and schedule a challenge time.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Challenger's Signature:

_____________________________
Date:
________________________

Mr. Sheehe's Receipt of Form:
_____________________________
Date:
________________________

Challengee's Signature:

_____________________________
Date:
________________________

Mr. Sheehe's Receipt of Form:
_____________________________
Date:
________________________
Music & Section to be performed:
____________________________________________________________

(Selected by Mr. Sheehe)
Date of Challenge:


____________________________________________________________






Month



Day



Time

__________________________________________________________________________________________

To Be Completed by Mr. Sheehe

Music Section 1


Comments



Sight Reading (If Needed)

Challenger: __________

_________________________
Challenger:
__________








_________________________
Challengee: __________

_________________________
Challengee:
__________








_________________________

OVERALL WINNER OF CHALLENGE: ________________________________________________
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Donnell Bands
Band T-Shirt Order Form

Please complete the following information and return this form to Mr. Sheehe no later than 

Monday, September 11th, 2017.

Student Name (Please Print):

_________________________________
Grade:

_____________


Adult Shirt Size: (Circle One):
S

M

L

XL

XXL
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Student Contract

We, the undersigned, acknowledge that we have read and understand the contents of the Donnell Middle Schools Bands 2017-2018 Student Handbook.  We will abide by the expectations and intent of this handbook, understanding the consequences for not doing so.

It is also understood that the student name below has our permission to attend all scheduled, school-sanctioned band concerts, competitions and activities and the travel on a School or Charter Bus.
We further acknowledge the importance of this contract with the realization that its purpose is to guarantee the continued tradition of excellence of the Donnell Bands.

Please return this form by Monday, September 11th, 2017.

Student Name (Please print):
_________________________________________________________

Student Signature:

_______________________________________
Date:
_________

Parent/Guardian Name (Please print):___________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:

___________________________________
Date:
_________
Parent/Guardian Name (Please print):___________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:

___________________________________
Date:
_________
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Findlay City Schools Instrument Loan Agreement Form (rev. 3/24/2014)

There is a rental fee for all musicians who borrow/use a school owned instrument throughout the school year and/or summer. The fee is $50 per instrument, not to exceed $100 per student per year (Students using more than one instrument will receive a separate form for each instrument used).  This fee will help off-set the total maintenance expenses of each piece of equipment throughout the year, while still providing a great financial savings to our families by not having to purchase the instrument. An instrument in top working condition is critical to the success of a student in an instrumental music program.

Ensemble:
Band

Orchestra

SHOCKWAVE
        FIDL

   Other ________________
Student ______________________________
Grade _________________
School 
Donnell





Instrument ____________________________
Value _________________
Dates Loaned Aug 2017 to May 2018



Make ________________________________
Model _________________
Serial Number __________________



Included accessories:

	Case (serial #)
	
	Shoulder Rest
	 MERGEFIELD "Ligature" 
	Mutes (#)
	 MERGEFIELD "Mutes" 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lyre
	
	Cleaning Rod
	 MERGEFIELD "Cleaning_Rod" 
	Tuba Slide
	 MERGEFIELD "Tuba_Slide" 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Neck Strap
	 MERGEFIELD Neck_Strap 
	Bow
	 MERGEFIELD Reed_Case 
	Extra Slides
	 MERGEFIELD Extra_Slides 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mouthpiece (#)
	 MERGEFIELD Mouthpiece 
	Swab
	 MERGEFIELD Swab 
	Miscellaneous
	 MERGEFIELD Miscellaneous 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mouthpiece Cap
	 MERGEFIELD Mouthpiece_Cap 
	Pegs/Stand
	 MERGEFIELD Pegs 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



* Woodwind/Brass students are encouraged to purchase their own mouthpiece for instruments – see director for recommendations
*Percussion students should own their own mallets and sticks – see director for required equipment 

I agree to see that instrument loaned to my child is properly cared for and returned on the agreed date. All repairs of district owned instruments are to be handled by Findlay City School instrumental music staff.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the director when such repairs are necessary.  It is also understood that natural wear and tear on the instrument will occur and this is not the financial responsibility of the parent. Please note that damage incurred due to irresponsibility or that was preventable on the part of the student, will be charged back to the student at the full repair price (in addition to the rental fee). Students are expected to take care of school instruments the same as if they owned them. 

We offer a few different payment options to help meet the needs of families using district owned equipment. Please select your payment choice below.

______  - Add instrument usage fee to student school fees (can be paid online with other school fees)

______  - Check #__________ for full amount included with form – Please make checks out to “Findlay City Schools”

______  - Please contact me to arrange a payment plan - typically 2-4 payments - (1st payment required to receive instrument)
Pupil Signature

Date


As the parent/guardian of student named above, I agree to be responsible for any damage to or loss of the instrument or its accessories as described above.

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

Parent Phone ______ - ______ - ______   
Parent Email ________________________________________

Office Use Only


Approved by:

Date:



Equipment loaned out on: ___________________________________   Equipment returned on: __________________________


Condition when returned:



Maintenance completed this year:

Additional Notes:

[image: image1.jpg]



Help us reach our membership goal of $6000 for the 2017-2018 school year!  Please join us in making this a great year of music excellence for our students.  As a financially supporting member of Findlay Music Boosters, your name will be listed in the choir, band, and orchestra concert programs during the year* unless indicated otherwise below.   

_____ YES, list my name in the programs
     _____ NO, do not list my name in the programs
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________
As it should appear in programs
Student(s) Names:  ______________________________________________________________

Current Grade(s):  ______________________________________________________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________Phone:  _____________________

Please circle which musical group(s) your child(ren) is/are involved with:
Elementary School Music          Middle School Music (list groups) ________________________

Band     Choir     Orchestra     Pantasia     Drumline     FFE     VIP     Other __________________

Membership Level (Please Check)*

_____ Conductor $500 
                      _____ Concertmaster $250


_____ Philharmonic $100                       _____ Symphonic $75

_____ Concert $50
                      _____ Chamber $25

_____ Student $10
                      _____ Other $ _________ 
_____  YES!  I would like to volunteer with Findlay Music Booster projects, please contact me.

Please list area(s) of interest:_______________________________________________________

Please send completed form and tax-deductible contribution payable to Findlay Music Boosters to:

Membership Secretary

Findlay Music Boosters

Findlay High School

1200 Broad Avenue

Findlay, OH  45840

Contribution must be received by September 11 to ensure that your name will be included in the fall concerts; by November 1 for the holiday concerts; and March 1 for the spring concerts.

*Please check to see if your employer has a matching gift program

This form must be completed and contribution remitted annually to remain a contributing member.
Reminder send form to Music Boosters at the address above.

